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JOHN B. WALLER, JR, DrPH: A CELEBRATION OF LIFE IN PUBLIC HEALTH
A TRIBUTE IN THE MICHIGAN JOURNAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Michigan Journal of Public Health Editorial Board
John B. Waller, Jr, DrPH,
Vice-Chair of the American
Public Health Association
from 1999-2000, and a
former Chair of the WSU
Department of Community
Medicine passed Thursday,
January 5, 2005, in Detroit.
David Satcher, MD, PhD,
President of the
Morehouse School of
Medicine, 16th United
States Surgeon General,
and an esteemed colleague
of Dr. Waller, stated "Dr.
Waller will always be
appreciated for his ability
and commitment to put a
community face on public
health. Hopefully, public
health will always reflect
this 'community face.'"
Dr. Waller was one of the
nation’s first researchers to 
treat interpersonal violence
as a public health issue. He
redefined the phenomenon
as an epidemic rather than a
societal problem intrinsic
to poor, inner-city areas. His focus on population-based epidemiologic
characterization encompassed interpersonal violence as well as maternal-child health,
chronic and disabling conditions, and minority health.
Although Dr. Waler’s academic credentials were exemplary, his heart was in 
community health. He was a founding member of the Detroit Community Health
Connection and the Detroit Healthcare for the Homeless, multi-site primary care
Federally Qualified Health Centers, as well as Community Health Awareness Group
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(CHAG) in Detroit. Dr. Waller also served as Chair of the Detroit Empowerment
Zone Corporation, and the Greater Detroit Area Health Council.
He was known as “Dr J.” After serving in the Air Force, he received a footbal 
scholarship, graduated from Temple University and began a career as a microbiologist.
Dr J was a decisive man. He met the love of his life, Mikki, at a Philadelphia church
choir and they were married within two months by his father, the Reverend John B.
Waller, Sr. Dr. J and Mrs. Waller remained vibrant partners for forty-two years. He
went on to receive his Doctorate in Public Health from the University of Michigan and
then relocated to Newark, where he served as Public Health Director for five years. In
1978, he was recruited to return to Detroit as Public Health Director for the City. He
subsequently played a critical role in forming the partnership that created Detroit
Receiving Hospital and the University Health Center. He held the position of Senior
Vice President for Urban and Community Health for the Detroit Medical Center
(DMC), directed the DMC/WSU Community Health Institutes, and was a committed
member of the WSU faculty for more than twenty years.
Dr. Waller was recognized through many awards, including the WSU Distinguished
Service Award and the Pathfinders in Medicine Award. He continues to be honored
with the dedication of the Detroit Healthcare for the Homeless “John B. Waler, Jr. 
Health Care for the Homeless Center” at 2395 West Grand Boulevard in Detroit.
Pa ge 9 of 41
